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Sutler Heavy Casualties as
They Are Forced Back

to Former Line.

MAKE ANOTHER ATTACK
AGAINST CAPRILLE HILL

British Troops Now Making
Their Itiflucncc Felt on

Italian Kront.

VUi;t in i-u.wci; .wo iikluilm

Virtual Inactivity C'ontimies, Ivvcrpt
for Itcciprocal lliiinbartliiicnts

ii) Various Sectors.

iRv A sstviatcd Pret-* ]Tiie period of virtual inactivity con¬
tinues in Krani-o an.I Belgium. except
for reciprocal bombardments in vari¬
ous sectors, and here and tliere small
operations by reconnoitering parties.
Only on the northern Italian front have
there been sanguinary encounters be-
t ween the opposing infantry, and in
these the Austro-Uerman fores again
were defeated in attempts to advance
toward the Venetian plain?.
Capriile Hill, at the head '.of Kan

l.oren/.o Valley, wiiere last wceli tiie
Italians were forced to cede ground,
again has been attacked by the enemy,
but the operation brought him nothing
but heavy casualties, as lie was driven
hack to his former line.

British troops are now making their
influence felt on the Italian front, 1-ior-
lln reveals this in announcing an at¬
tack i>y British furces south of Monte
Kontaria Secca. which it declare? broke
down before the T< utonic positions.
fountTattarks have recently been

growing more frequent on the part of
the Italians, and this British thrust
gives added indication that more ag¬
gressive tactics are being adopted by
the allien in opposition to tin Austro-
I'lrrnmn invaders.
I'IIP"'I' SI'IH IFH MIIN IIUN

OF lilt ITI s II \t Tl % ITIKS
The British drove in on the mountain1

I.tic Just to the west of the I'iave.
northwest of Monte Tomba. Tlie Cier-
mau report if the tirst specific mention
of British activities on this front made
ii: any of ibc official statements, al¬
though it ha- been known that eon-
riderah!" Krltihli fore h v\ere in place
in t his set t«-r.

British troop.- .. >¦ the i.'ambrai front
have repulsed raid- by infantry and
bombing parties on tin* t-outhern end of
tin- new salient. South of Bens the
Brili:-h improved th'ir position The
artillery tiattle lias been more marked
south of the Scarpe, in tiie Arras area,
and norili of l.angeniari-K. in Inlanders.
In I'hampagne. north o;' t Ii . t'hemin
des Dames and south of St. Quentin. Ger-
iiian effort.- have been checked by the
French, while ntermittent artillery
activity ha- continued o\er a greater
part of the front from St. Cjuentln to
.Sv. it/z rland.
The oflicial text of tin- aiini lice be¬

tween the Ilussians and the Teutonic
allies confirms the unofficial reports
that it is to run from December 17 until
January 14. The compact embraces all
the lighting fronts where Kussian
troops have been enfiaged and also
extends to the naval forces of the con-
* r.ictmg parties.

VI MTHO-lir.n.M.W I'OUCKs
ItKPl I.SKU IV DISOItUBIt

| Hv A K«r,r!rt(r<l Press I
1 IU.M LO. December 17..A usiro-Uer-

it>an forces which attacked the Italian
lines on the northern front from the
direction of San Marino were driven
back in disorder, the War Olttce an¬
nounced to-day.

In the Col i-'aprille region, the Ital¬
ians attacked and then were counter¬
attacked. Finally the enem> had to
\\ ithdraw to the positions from which
lie started.

Ill (M.O.MATS \t.l»l-;i-: THAT
iii\s wn.i. j:\ki-: iikkuh
I By Associated Pres*.)W A S II I X « > T <.» X, December 17..

Information received here to-day
among neutral diplomats agrees with
intimations from abroad that Germany
is considering another offer of peace.

JlltlTISH HltlNO DOWN
SF.VI2HAI. MUX Aim IIAFT

1 By Associated Press)I.OXDON. December 17..The Brit¬
ish War OJTicc statement on aerial op-
erations issued last midnight reads:
"Mthough the weather was fine Sat-;

mday. a very high wind and ground
mist interfered with reconnoissance and
artillery work. Many rounds were
.Ired <luring the day into enemy
trenrlies, and bombs were dropped on
numerous targets, including two po¬
sitions of long-range guns southwest
of t.ille. Later we again bombed th»?se
gun positions.
"Dui ing several tights three hostile

machines were brought down and two
were driven down out of control. Xono
of ours is missing."

.I I flKS OCCUPY 1SI.ANDS
OFF ASIA MIXOK COAST

I By Associated Press I
I .OX DON, December 17.. (British Ad-1

miralty, per Wireless Press.).The oc-
i upaiion by the Turks of two islands
off the coast of Asia Minor is an-i
notiuccd in an official statement issued
to-day at Constantinople. The text
icads:
"We occupied the Islands of Mes-

sonissi and Plaka, on the coast of
Asia Minor.
"On the coast in Palestine an a;teinpt

of a strong enemy patrol to advance
was repulsed. East of Jerusalem there
have been artiifiiry duels at several
pointu."

Peters Summarizes
Results of Prohibition

The follow 1»k auiiimurf of the re-

»ull> of prohibition In Ylrglniu dur¬
ing Ihf first yenr of the law'* nprra-
tloii nccomputiled (lie flrnt imnunl
report of (.'oiiifnlnnloner of Prohibi¬
tion J. Sidney Peter*, nubniltfed to
(.overnor Stunrt jexterilny l
Net reduction In commitment* to

penitent Inrj i

While men ««
I'olorrd men ."(Ml
White ivonien It
t.'olored nomrn 'JO

Net reduction* :ID5
I.e*n per»'»ns convicted

prior to November I IOI

Nctunl redaction dur¬
ing dry period 4(lil

Reduction In number of
commitment* for homi¬
cide* of vnrlou* jjrnde*. . ..'II

Number committed priir to
No\ ember I, I (I HI IS

Tntitl net reduction In
homicide* .111

Kcductlon In number of
commitment* to Jnil. .. S,i|ll,<i

Heductlon in iiiiinber of
nrrems in ilry citic*.

Iteiluction in number of
nrre*t* In wet dllc* IU.OIO

¦(eduction in number
of nrrc*tN In nil

cliie* '.*u.r,n I
Iteductioii In nmnbrr of
pemamt niiied In chnrl-
tnlile ln*tltutlon* li.i
public lie ne t ole nee* I7.1U5

lncreu*e in linnk «¦-

net* 970,777,000.00
lncren«c in bnnk de¬

posit* 47.S-U.UOO.OO
Increase in Stnte'*
Kro** rrienue 1

Iteconi mendn t Ion of Auditor for re¬
duction In rntc of taxation on:

'I'sinKible pern on a I
property lOr per SI00

liitnnRihlc per nnnni
properly ITie per !tl(MI

t'upltnl ilOc per J?IOO
Snle of *tamp* in e.\cei>« of

cunt nf depurtment 910,314.05
Amount of flnr* imponed

tlolnlionn of prohibition
lilt*

.... 7l.07r.,0O
Te*t Imon in I* of *e> en t y-nine tend¬

ing: citizen*.
Testimony of ne\»*pnper* Mhlrh

oppo*ed prohibition: Timrn-Oliipateh,
i:\enlnK Journal, Vetv* l.ender.

NEW WAR BODY TO DEftL
WITH LARGER PROBLEMS

linker Declares Council Is .Not to
Infringe oil l-'iinet ions of

General Start".

n> i»!.;ai. with Kyi i i» >1 k n t

At l.east One Member m Be I'resli
I'rom l-'ranre at All Times.(Joe-
llials Ofl'ercd Post of Quartermas¬
ter-General to Sucrccd Sharpe.

tBy A-.-ioeUted Press. 1
WASHINGTON. December IT.. In tx-

planation of the new war council he
nay created. .Secretary Baker said to¬
day it was not in any way a result of
congressional inquiry into operations
of the War Department, nor was it re¬
lated in any way to the interallied war

conference at Paris.
The secretary was not inclined to

discuss in detail the purposes of the
new council, but he said it was to deal
with larger problems of war prepara¬
tions, and did not infringe on the func¬
tions of the general staff. Questions
of supply and equipment rather than
military operations probably will come
within the jurisdiction of the new body.

It is planned that at least one mem¬
ber of tite council should be fresh from
Prance at all times, in order to keep
the department in close touch with af¬
fairs at the front. Mr. Baker said he
had no present plan of visiting Gen¬
eral Pershing's forces himself, but
would not bind himself not to make the
trip.
The council is composed of the sec¬

retary. the assistant secretary, the
chief of staff, the provost-tnarshal-
gencral. the quartermaster-general and
the chiefs of artillery and ordnance.
The three latter will be relieved of
their present duties to devote their
entire time to the council.
Major-General Goethals has been of¬

fered the post of quartermaster-gen¬
eral to succeed Major-General Sharpe,
and it is understood that Brigadier-
General John D. Barrett has been se¬
lected to succeed Major-General
Weaver as chief of artillery, So far as
is known no successor has been chosen
for Major-General Crozier, chief of
ordnance, who was recently nominated
for another term

Secretary Baker would make no com¬
ment on the change, lie would neither
deny nor aflirni even the statement that
the offer had been made to General
Goclhals, who was in Washington last
week at Mr. Baker's request. The fact
that General Goethals was in uniform,
although retired from active service,
indicated that he had been recalled.
General Bliss has reoccupied his of¬

fice as chief of staff, and is said to be
at work on a report on his trip to Kng-
land and Prance with Colonel Mouse.
General Bliss retires on December 31
for age, and while It !s certain that
he. will be retained on active duty, it
is generally expected that a younger
officer will succeed l.im as chief of
staff.

Tennennee fllver l-'rosen.
(By A^noclatCiJ Pre**-)

JOHNSONVI L.D1-3, TRNN., December
17..The Tennessee. Kivcr is frozen
over here, for the first time of which
thero i3 a record.

PETERS WANTS HIS jPOWERS EXTENDED
Prohibition Commissioner Files jReport of First Year's

Operations.

RECOMMENDS LEGISLATION
Would Repeal One-Quart Clause,

Enlarge Powers of Magis¬
trates and List Liquors.

In addition to the. result of prohi¬
bition, which the annual report of J.
.1 r>\ i "tcr.", the Commissionc.* of
redhibition Tor ihf Statu «.,* Virginia

indica't 3 io i,0 0f jmmc;lro an,. jar-
soachin;; ,n their significance. a-iO to
a.e tho State unexpected
clients in the w-ay .,f conservation of
money and man power. the report con¬
tains recommendations fro,,, the com¬
missioner to the General Asseniblv that
the "quart .1 month" !,«. hc repealed.
Mali ins the State 111 reality as drv as
a desert hone; that all ardent .spirits'
now in the possession of t;,c courts
be turned over to the Cominissioner of
I'roliibition. who shall he authorized to
extract from them the alcohol tor use.
tul purposes; that all persons who have
mote than mm quart which they
bought before the prohibition law be-

1 came effective .shall file a sworn state-'
mom to a.count for all the ardent
spirits in his possesion, and that all
not so accounted for shall be regarded
as contraband and seized by the corn- '

missioner; that tli^ same rule apply to'
.'.tills arid appurtenances as to ardent
spirits; that th.- venue of local war-
rants be extend-d over the whole of
the State and bo returnable to Justices)

j of 'he pear*; wher« the offense occurs;'
and. besides a number of others, that
'he appropriation of th» State for the;
commission be increased from $50.00^
to 5100.000.
hkcomMK.vus Si;vi:ru:

I'KXAI.TV ion IJHOKK.V.VKSS
Mr. I eters also recommends tha*t

j drunkenness be severely penalized,
besides this, he is of opinion the Vir¬
ginia "oyster" navy used by the r»>-
partment of Fish and Game should be
affiliated with the prohibition commis¬
sion to prevent the illegal transporta-;
lion of whisky into Virginia ports and
landings. This navy is at present In
the control of the Federal government,
and one of the needs of the increased
appropriation Is said in the report to
be for She provision of a small boat
for such coast duty tin the release of
the "oyster" navy is effected.
The recommendation of the com¬

missioner seek*, to have the authorilv
of the Commissioner of Prohibition ex¬
tended over police boards. Mayors of
cities, city and town Councils, city
managers, and all similar officials in
tho enforcement of the liquor law by
local police. The r»port asks for this

I authority t<> be expressed in unmis¬
takably clear language. A license tax
of $..00. subject to summary revocation!
by the commissioner, is recommended jfor all beverages manufactured in
other states and sold in Virginia; and
a similar lax of *1 is recommended for
\endc rs of all soft drinks, patent medi¬
cines and ail llavorinpr extracts, and
the like.
SKKKS FtKPKAI. OF

OXK-Ql\\nT t'l.Al'SK
Mr. Peter, is seeking the repeal of

the "quart a month" law for the :ake
of harmony with the Federal law. that

j the Reed "bone dry" measure may be j
entirely successful. It was through jfear of prosecution that the express!
companies began requiring consignees
of ardent spirits to procure a certificate
from a doctor that the quart was for

, medicinal purposes, for it was a mere
matter of form with the consignees to
sign the affidavits that it was for such
purposes. Now the commissioner fears !

; that the best legal talent of the
breweries and express companies will
be directed towards making it pos- !
sihle to secure the quart without the
medical certificate, which would de¬
feat in a measure the P.eed amendment

1 he recommendation for turning over
t" the commissioner all the ardent

j spirits in the possession of the courts!
will probably, jf it goes into effect.
result in the conversion of thousands
01 gallons of whisky to pure alcohol of

ja less quantity for usage at the State
laboratories at the different educational
institutions and other places. And it I
is hoped by the commission that the
niore clearly expressed authority of the
commissioner over the city officials'
will result in a more satisfactory en-
forcement of the prohibition laws and
consequently in the seizure of a greater
quantity of contraband liquor.
WANTS C« HKATI'JIt POWKHS

TO COPK WITH SMI (.oi.tott*

j 1 ''e purpose of the recommendation
ior authorizing judges of Circuit
Courts and justices of the peace to
issue warrants for those violating the
prohibition laws anywhere in the State
and returnable to a Justice of the peace'
whenever the culprit is taken in of¬
fense is to aid the commissioner and
his assistants in coping with the great
array of whisky smugglers who oper¬
ate in automobiles, trains, boats, etc to
evade the "bone-dry" amendment.
The report turned Into the Governor's

office yesterday was the lirst annual
report of the commissioner. It was for'
the fiscal year ending October 31. 1317.
The appropriation for the department!
was Sal),000 to run the department for
sixteen months-thai Is, from November
I. 1916, to March 1. 1917. This amount,
the report declared to be evidently In-
adequate. The General Assembly was
probably guided by the West Virginia (
legislature, which appropriated to that !
Stale's department only $15,000.

In his report Mr. Peters declared 1
that tho paucity of the appropriation
had been a source of constant pain and
anxiety and insinuated that It had nec¬
essarily been a handicap to tho suc-
cessful fulfilment of the prohibition

(Continued on Fifth Page.)

DELAY IN ACTION
ON RAILROAD ISSUE

President Not Expected to Take
Any Step Until After Christ¬

mas Holidays.

BORAH WANTS SENATE TO SIT

Will Move To-Day That Motion
for Adjournment Be

Reconsidered.

WASHINGTON. December 17.. Pres¬
ident Wilson, according to information
passed out to-night in administration
circles, may delay action regarding tlio
railroad situation until after the
Christmas holiday;.
The information, coming on the heels

of assurances of the past few days that
he would move promptly to take over
partial operation of the roads and re¬

lieve the traflic congestion, occasioned
widespread comment.

Reports that the President lia3 de¬
cided to place the operation of the
roads, once he assumes control, under
the direction of Secretary of the Treas¬
ury McAdoo, brought forth no oflicial
confirmation. Mr. McAdoo himself as¬
sured personal friends that he had no
reason to believe that this had been
decided upon.
Senator Borah, of Idaho, made a vig¬

orous plea to-day that <"ongrcss sit
until the President makes his wishes
known. Tie said the people of the
country were cold and starving, and
that the railroads hail "broken down."
lie said he would offer a motion to¬
morrow that the Senate reconsider its
motion for adjournment, so that the
railroad situation could be smoothed
out.
ItAll.nOAU SITt'ATlOX

IS II1M Ot RAI.IM, THING
"The railroad situation," ho said, "is

one of the discouraging things about
the progress of the war. The most
magnificent Christmas present Congress
could give the American people would
be a solution of the problem.

"I.ast year the government asked for
production. We have had big produc¬
tion. and now tho transportation sys¬
tem has broken down and the crops
arc lost.

"It is not the proper thing tor Con¬
gress to go home to-morrow and leave
a cloud of gloom over the country. I
cannot conceive that the President will
not need any assistance of Congress
for two weeks. If we leave the ques¬
tion over for two weeks, it will be two
weeks before <ve can get dow*i to it.
So the country will be left in the
same situation for probably a month.
"The situation arises out of a lack of

system to meet the emergency, ar.d Con¬
gress is the part of the government
which will have to do with determining
that policy."

Senator Borah expressed the opinion
that the President has not sufficient
power under the act of August. 1916.
to take over the railroad?.

QI ESTION MOHMON'S niGHT
TO SKRVK AS SKXATOR

(By As.^ociated Press. 1
WASHINGTON, December 17..Peti¬

tions demanding an investigation of
the right of Senator Stnoot, of Utah,
to retain his seat in the Senate because
of his connection with the Mormon
Church were introduced to-d»y by
Senator Curtis. The petitions were
signed by members of churches in
Hutchinson and Witchita, Kans.

ItKUUCE COXGIIISSSMEN'S
NAI-AUIKS Ul'Rl.VG WAR

WASHINGTON, December 17..A bill
to reduce salaries of Senators and Con¬
gressmen from $7,500 to $5,000 during
the war was introduced to-day by
Senator Kenyon. of Iowa, and referred
to the Appropriations Committee.

piez to succeedTTarrIs
Xnval Ofllcfr Auks to He Itelieved a*

General Mnnnger of Linergeoi'T
Fleet Corporation.

I By Associated Press.]
WASHING! ON. December 17..ltear-

Admiral Frederick R. Harris, recently
appointed general manager of the
Shipping Board's Emergency Fleet
Corporation, to-day asked to be re¬
lieved of that duty and returned to his
post as chief of the navy's bureau of
yards and docks.

His request will be granted, and
Charles A. Pie.:, a Chicago engineer,
vice-president of the Emergency Fleet
Corporation, will be appointed to sue-
ceed him.
While no otlicial announcement has

been made as <o Admiral Harris's rea¬
sons for surrendering the task, which
he assumed less than a month ago. It
is said he did net lind the work con¬
genial.

rockefeller home burns
F'inr-r.Story Building nt Forest Hill He-

.troyed.Police Believe Fire of
Incendiary Origin.

I Bv Associated Pro*.*. |
CIjHVKLAND, December 17..Fire

broke out late to-night in the home
of John D. Rockefeller, at Forest Hill,
in liast Cleveland, a suburb.
The fire spread with such rapidity

through the four-story building that
police expressed the belief that it was
c»f incendiary origin.

It was impossible to save any of the
furnishings of the house, and many
valuable paintings, bronzes and tapes¬
tries were destroyed. The home was
exquisitely furnished throughout its
forty-five rooms.
The loss on the building alone will

[>C more than $50,000.
..Mr. Rockefeller bought the build¬
ing a number of years ago, and has
«dded many extensions. He has resided
In it every summer since its purchusc.

DRY" AMENDMENT
PASSED BY HOUSE

A Plea to Virginia Workers
in Behalf of Our Country

t onimonwenit h of Virginia,
. .oifrnor'« ORluc,

FllchmOBd, V*.,
Drctmber 17, 1017.

A* the holidays draw near, we can

bat (rrl the changes which have
come to an a* a people since Innt wt

celebrated oar Joyous Christmas*Ide.
tirnve a* are oar responsibilities

solemn m nre oar duties, we should
not fall to Und the Joy that conies
from an appropriate observance of
the Rind day which mnrks the com¬

ing of the Savior of mankind.
And yet we cannot escape the con¬

viction that oar I'onntry'i peril de¬
mands nt our hand* the subordina¬
tion of nil pleasures to the supreme
doty of the boar to make reudy for
the straggle on the result of which
depends oar national existence.
The moat Immediate nnd moat

acute difficulty that now confronts
the country Is the scarcity of fael,
not only for the prraent hodily com¬
fort of tbe millions who are now

shivering around empty fireplaces,
bat for the purpose of furnishing
power to drive the locomotives
which are to poll the trains laden
with every necessary of life for dis¬
tribution among; our own people nnd
for export to oar allien. Wt have

not enough of available coal, nor
have we enough of locomotives nnd
other rallrond equipment or avail¬
able material out of which to con¬

struct these necessary Instrument*
nllties for conducting traffic.
We need to quicken our pace in

every field of preparedness for wnr
nnd for the establishment nnd main¬
tenance of proper domestic condi¬
tions while we prepare. To win, we
must work as well no tight.
May I not use tbe exigency of this

hour ns Just ground for nsklng men
in the mines and In the shops, espe¬
cially machine shops, nnd as far na
possible In all war industries, wher¬
ever located In Virginia, to deny
themselves the usnnl holldny except
t hrlstmas Day nnd bail the senson
ns one of fresh resolve and extra
daty in rescuing millions of their
fellow-countrymen and mlllloiva
more who tight in common caaae
with as, from suffering and dangerf
In what wny can the army of Vir¬
ginians engaged in war lnduatriea
better Illustrate their patriotism
and link themselvea with the armies
in the camp nnd at the battle front
la the bonds of service and sacrifice f

I Signed I

hkmiv c. stl'anr.
tiovernor.

BOCHE NAVAL FORGES
RAKE ENGLISH COAST

Convoyed Merchant Ships Attacked
by Hun Craft and Four¬

teen Are Sunk.

REQUIRED ONLY HALF-HOL'K

One Hnglish Destroyer Sunk and
Another Disabled.Force for l'ro-
tcctioni From Surface Attack Not
Present.Neutral Craft Victims.

fBv Associated Tressl
LONDON, December 17..One British

and ilvo neutral merchantmen, a Brit¬
ish destroyer and four mine sweepcra
have been sunk in tlie North Sea by
German naval iorc.es.
The losses were the result of an at¬

tack on a convoy bound from Scot-
land to Norway, Sir Eric Geddcs. Kirst
I-ord of the Admiralty, announced to-
(lav. The total tonnage of the lost
merchantmen was S.000.

Eighty-eight Scandinavians, two of
whom were women, and ten British
were rescued by four British destroy¬
ers detached from a cruiser squadron
which was hastened to the scene. Other
survivors reached Norway in boats.
The merchant vessels were being

convoyed by the destroyers Partridge
and Pelew. The Partridge was sunk
and the Pelew was disabled, but eventu¬
ally she was brought safely to port.
The enemy then attacked the convoy,
sinking the six merchantmen and four
armed trawlers.
The entire crew of the trawler Lord

Alveston was saved in one of its own
boats. The casualties on the Pelew
were one oflicer and three men killed
and two wounded seriously. Informa¬
tion regarding the crew of the Part¬
ridge, Sir Eric said, was incomplete,
but a report from Kiel told of the
taking there of three ofllcers and
twenty-one men from the Partridge
and of one oflicer ami twenty-live men
from the trawlers.
The Partridge and the Pelew, to¬

gether with l'our armed trawlers, said
Sir Erie, comprised the antisubmarine
escort of the convoy. For some reason
as yet unexplained, lie added, the fore*
which was sent for the purpose of pro¬
tecting the convoy against surface at-
tacks was not on the scene in time to
prevent the destruction of the convoy.]A court of inquiry had been appointed
to investigate the circumstances, he an-
nounced. A second convoy, which was
also being covered, was not attacked.

iou xAvilli nv citKW.s
OK ST10AMKIIS l.\ Ctl.VVO)
I By Associated Pre;<Hl

KKIKTIAX1A, December 17..Sailors
from the ships sunk by German war-!
ships in the North Sea say that tire
was opened by the attacking cruisers
at a range of 3,o00 yards, and within
a half hour the British armed ships.
with Hie exception of the destroyer
Pelew, were sunk. Crew^ front steam¬
ers in the convoy saved In all 19H
sailors, who were landed on the went
coast of Norway. Fifty-nine of the
rcscued were British.

IT.\m ilATK W.4 I'K IIS
> 10All MOUTH OK TVXE

I By AilKAelutnd Pre:<«| I
LONDON*. December 17..Two neutral

merchant vessels and a trawler were
sunk off the Tyne on December 1- by
German destroyers, Thomas J. McNa-j
mara, financial secretary to the Admir-}alty, announced in the House of Com-
mons to-day.
By penetrating the waters off the

mouth of the Tync the Germans carried jtl.elr operations close to the English
coast for the first time recently, so
far as the official communications have
shown. The Tyne flows through North¬
ern England into tho North Sea at
South Shields.

1 PRELIMINARY REPORT
TO PRESIDENT BY HOUSE

Head of American Mission Reaches
Washington and Immediately

Goes to White House.

NO INFORMATION" GIVEN OUT

X. iiderstood That Vance McCormick,
General Bliss and Admiral Ben-
son, Other Members of Mission,
Will Attend Conferences To-Day.
WAS1IINGOJC, December 17..A pre-

llminary oral report on the outcome of
the Interallied conferences at London
and Paris was laid before President
Wilson to-night by Colpnel 12. M.

| House, special emissary of the United
States at the conference.
Colonel House arrived here quietly

lato this afternoon, and went at once to
the White House, where lie always
stays when in Washington. At a late
hour to-night lie and the President
were still closeted together in the
White House library.
To-morrow, it Is understood. Vance

| McCorinlck. chairman of the war trade'
board; General Tasker II. miss audi
'Admiral William S. Ucnson. aids t.»
Colonel House on his mission, will be
present at the conferences.
The administration must now de¬

termine what the course of the United
States will be in carrying out the prin¬
ciples agreed upon at Paris and Lon¬
don. These are the things which must.
be determined:

1. Nomination of the permanent rep-
resentatives of the United States on1
the supreme war council, the military:
laud the naval council.

-. Determination as to whether or
not legislation will be required to en-
able the United States to carry out
the agreements which Colonel House
tentatively has made.

3. Plans for changes in the military,
naval and economic program of the
United States which the conference'
may have recommended.
Among the naval, military and eco¬

nomic changes upon which Colonel
House may be prepared to offer ad-
vice aro the more aggressive prosecu¬
tion of the naval warfare, increase in
the program for the United States
troops and the solution of the embargo
problem as it affects the Northern
European and South American neutrals.

CONSCRIPTION CONFIRMED
l.argr Majorities Returned for I niou

(>overnmcnt of Sir Hubert
Borden.

I By Associated Pre.^s J
OTTAWA. ONT. December 17..

Union government has been returned
and conscription conlirmed by the Ca-
nadian domestic vote.

Marly returns received from all over.
Canada indicate that the government
of Sir Robert Horden Ins been elected
to administer Canadian affairs for an-j
other live years, and that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier Is as definitely defeated as in'
the reciprocity election of ion.
Returns indicate that the Krench

portion of Canada has gone heavily for
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. and Knglish con¬
stituencies have returned men who will
aupport the Union government meas¬
ures, and maintain Premier Borden in
oflice.

Ine vote has bton very heavy every¬
where, and the majorities are very
large. The soldier vote, which will not
he ascertained for some days, will in¬
crease the already heavy majorities of
government members, and will likely
Increase the number of government
supporters elected.

Official returns announced shortly
before midnight showed that with six-
teen districts to be heard from, the!
Unionists had won 128 seats and the
opposition eighty-seven, with four
fccats deferred.

?>

iPARIIES DIVIDE
1 ALMOST EVENLY

IN FINAL VOTING
Would Forbid Making, Sale
or Importation of Liquor

in United States.

i ONLY SLIGHT DIFFERENCE
FROM SENATE'S MEASURE

With This Adjusted, Question
Will Be Submitted to State

Legislatures.
SKVKX YKAR8 IX WHICH TO ACT

Announcement of Result Brings On
Such Demonstration as Is Rarely

Term it ted in Congress.

WASHINGTON', December 17..Na-
|tion-wide prohibition won in the House
to-day, and only the adjustment of a

| slight dlfTercnco in resolutions be-
tween the House and Senate now stands
In tho way of submitting to State Leg¬
islatures an amendment to the Federal
Constitution forbidding the manufac-
turc, salo or importation of Intoxicatei ing liquor for beverage purposes in
tho United States or its territories.
The vote in the House, taken after

a day of debate, beforo crowded gal¬
leries. was -S2 to 1-S. with the parties
dividing almost evenly. The margin
for prohibition was eight votes mors
than tho two-thirds vole.

Both wets and drys had been pre¬
dicting victory all day, and it was not
until tho last few names had been
called that the antiprohibitton forces
conceded their defeat. When Speaker
Clark announced the result, the victors
were Joined by the galleries In such
a demonstration as is rarely permitted! in tho House. I'ormcr SecretaryLJryan, an interested spectator nearly
all day, appeared on the floor and
joined in receiving congratulations with
Representative Webb, of North Caro¬
lina, who had led the fight.
SEXATE IS EXPECTED

TO ACCEPT AMENDMENT
The resolution adopted by the House

is identical with that passed by tha
Senate last August, except that It.gives
the States seven years instead of six in
which to ratify the amendment, Sena¬
tor Sheppard. author of the resolution,
predicted that the Senate would ac-
ccpt the amendment to-morrow. He
said he had assurances that the seven-
year period would be approved, and
that hc did not believe a roll call nec¬
essary. Tho President's approval is
not required, and the State legisla¬
tures may act as soon as they please
after Vice-President Marshall and
Speaker Clark have signed the resolu¬
tion.

"It will be submitted to-morrow as a
Christmas present to the American
people," said Senator Sheppard, "and
I believe it will be ratified within
three years."
Every attempt to-day to put amend¬

ments to except light wines and beer
was beaten, and 141 Democrats stood
aligned with 137 Republicans and four
independents to win the tinal victoryfor the prohibitionist forces.
TEXT OK IIKSOM TIO.V

AS KIXAM.V ADOPTED
Following is the resolution as

adopted:
"Resolved by the Senate and the

House of Representatives, That the
following amendment to the Constitu¬
tion be. and hereby is. proposed to the
States, to become valid us a part of the
Constitution when ratified by the Leg¬islatures of the several States, as pro¬vided by the Constitution:

"Article Section I. After one yearfrcr.n the ratification of this article,the manufacture, sale or transporta¬tion of intoxicating liquors within, tlie
importation thereof into, or the expor¬tation thereof from, the L'nlted State?
and all territories subject to the. juris¬
diction thereof for beverage purposes
is hereby prohibited.

"Section The Congress and the sev¬eral States shall have concurrent power
to enforce this article by appropriatelegislat ion.

"Section This article shall be inop¬
erative unless it shall have been rati-
iled as an amendment to the Constitu¬
tion by the Legislatures of the. several
Slates, as provided In the Constitution,
within seven years from the date of the
submission hereof to the States by th«
Congress."
NEW PLAN roit st rmission

OE Sl't'H AMENDMENTS
While tho House was debating, a

resolution by Senator Urandegee, of
Connecticut, providing a general an4
new plan for submission of constitu¬
tional amendments, w«jj favorably re¬
ported by the Senate Judiciary Commit¬
tee. It provides that all amendments
shall be acted upon within eight years
after submission, and, instead of action,
as at present, by State Legislatures,
that amendments shall be submitted *0
vote of the State electors. The prohibi¬
tion amendment probably will be nufe-
niitted before the Hrandegee resolution
passes, and therefore, will not be af¬
fected by it.
Forty more nicmbers attended to¬

day's session that heard President Wil¬
son's war messaffi*. The 410 votes cast


